Botulinum toxin type B: a new injectable treatment for cervical dystonia.
Cervical dystonia (CD) causes involuntary muscle spasms and is often associated with pain. Recently, botulinum toxin type B (BTX-B) (Myobloc, Elan South San Francisco, CA, USA) was approved for general use in the treatment of CD in the USA. In two large pivotal trials, BTX-B was found to be safe and effective in decreasing the movements, pain and disability associated with CD. Benefits were noted both in patients who no longer respond and in those who continue to respond to botulinum toxin type A (BTX-A). BTX-B offers an additional therapeutic option for patients with CD.